
The citizens of Lari

WHERE TO EAT

WHERE TO STAY

We are sure you have enjoyed your stay in 
Lari. We would like to thank you for 
coming and hope to meet you here again 
in the future.

The Voluntary Workers of the 
Associazione Culturale "Il Castello"

Situated just outside the village, the laundry 
rooms are an integral feature of a brilliant 
method of water conservation and 
management. Up until the 1960's the water 
used to wash the clothes came from a cistern 
that was connected up-stream with the one in 
Piazza Tommaseo at the foot of the Castle. 
This, in its turn, is connected to the one in the 
Castle Courtyard. In this way surplus water 
was not wasted but was stored for this purpose.

The building of the Oratorio 
della Madonna della Neve 
(Oratory of the Madonna of the 
Snow), more correctly called 
Madonna di Valcella, was started 
in 1633; it was restored in 1742. 
The portico is composed of two pseudo-Tuscan 
central columns and two lateral columns. 
Inside the building there is a holy-water stoop 
made out of one of the capitals of the old 
church of San Bartolomeo di Triano. The main 
altar is the work of Giovanni Battista Vaccà 
(1734) and is the material manifestation of the 
Holy Trinity, while the beautiful choir is by 
Giovanni Cremoni.
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Dedicated to St. Mary 
Magdalene and annexed to 
the Palazzo Curini-Galletti, 
the chapel was designed by 
the engineer Bombicci. 
Inside the chapel there are three gilded 
cornices. The first one is placed behind the 
main altar and frames a fresco by G.B. 
Tempesti (1729-1804), but the other two are 
empty because the artist refused to paint 
anything inside them.

The Curini-Galletti Private Chapel

The Public Laundries

Oratorio della Madonna 
della Neve
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Piazza XX Settembre Car Park - places for 
35 cars P2

Piazza Caduti Divisione Aqui Car Park - 
places for 35 cars P1

Via Sonnino Car Park - 30 places (car + bus 
park) P4

Piazza Goffredo Santini Car Park - places 
for 15 cars P3

Tourist Map of the 
Medieval village of Lari

….this map is dedicated to those who have come to see us 
so that you can find all the beautiful things Lari has to 
offer you... Enjoy a relaxing stroll around our friendly 
little village.

A stone's throw from the Village...

"I came to Lari and from its 
fortress I beheld the sweeping 

countryside, the most 
beautiful part of Tuscany"

The oratory, with its 
elegant Ionic columns that 
support the tympanum on 
the front, dates from the 
17th.century but was re-built in thanksgiving 
following the Plague of 1632. In 1785 the 
oratory was desecrated and two paintings by 
G.B. Tempesti that decorated the altars were 
destroyed. They were replaced in 1790 by two 
works attributed to the Melani.
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For information about Lari, the Castle, 
displays and events, visit

www.castellodilari.it

CAFE’ “IL CASTELLO”
Lari, Piazza Matteotti n.13 - Tel. (+39) 0587 686210 - closed tuesdays

RISTORANTE - PIZZA HOUSE “IL GALLO”
Lari, via Belvedere n.1 - Tel. (+39) 0587 685233 - closed mondays

SMALL RESTAURANT “MEI”
Boschi, via delle Vigne, 24 - Tel. (+39) 0587 686119 - closed wednesdays

COFFE SHOP “IL PONTE”
Lari, via Diaz n.19 - Tel. (+39) 0587 687021 - closed wednesdays

WINE BAR “IL VIOLINO ROSSO”
Lari, Piazza Tommaseo, n.10 - Tel. (+39) 0587 684084 - closed mondays

“IL QUERCETO”
Lari, via Querceto - Tel/Fax (+39) 0587 685256

“IL FRUTTETO”
Lari, via Belvedere - Tel. (+39) 0587 687078 - Tel/Fax (+39) 0587 617046

A few kilometres from the village of Lari, there are many other places where you can stay and eat. 
For a list of these (as well as lots of other useful information) call the tourist information office in Pisa on 

(+39) 050 929777, or the one in Lari (Tel: (+39) 0587 685515) or visit the website www.castellodilari.it
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Comune di Lari
Associazione Culturale

“Il Castello”
Vicari
Castello

dei
LARI (PI)

RESTAURANTS - PIZZA HOUSES

SNACKS - ROLLS

FARM HOLIDAY HOUSES

Leopold II Hapsburg-Lorraine 

Grand Duke of Tuscany - 1847

Oratorio della Madonna del Carmine
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The Village of Lari

Chiesa di Santa Maria Assunta e 
San Leonardo

(Church of St. Mary of the Assumption 
and St. Leonard)

There was already a church in Lari in the 
th10 .century; it was enlarged in 1420. There are 

records of restoration work for the years 1682, 
1811 and 1846-51. The foundations in the part 
of the apse are of the original building. In 1910 
further restoration work was done that changed 
the style of the church from its then Baroque 
style to its present day Gothic Revival style. Inside 
the church is the 'Madonna with Child' by Andrea 
Della Robbia, moved here in 1921 from the 
Castle. The Florentine master was given the 
commission for the work by the Vicario 
Alessandro di Piero di Mariotto Segni in 1524. In 
the side chapel on the left are two paintings 
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Oratorio del SS. Sacramento e 
della Misericordia

In the 16th.century the 
cemetery was situated here 
covered by an arcade. In the 

th18 .century it was changed 
into an oratory.  It was in this 
church that the Compagnia 
del SS. Sacramento e San 
Rocco worked, a charitable 
institution recorded since the 
16th.century. Inside there are 

th18 .century tombstones and 
m e m o r i a l  s t o n e s ,  a  

th17 .century holy water stoop 
and, in the presbytery, some 

t hi n te res t ing  17 .century  
wooden choir stalls.
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Porta Maremmana
Also known as Porta 

Pisana, it is the most attractive 
gateway to the village and has 
two gates. In this way once the 
assailants had got through the 
first, weakest one, they could 
easily be attacked.
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Vicolo Pagolo 
da Lari

A charming street called after 
Pagolo da Lari, a captain who 
in 1529, during the wars 
between the Florent ine 
Republic and Charles V's 
Imperial Army, distinguished 
himself as commander of the 
infantry under the command 
of Luca degli Albizi, a 
Florentine commissary.
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 Porta Volterrana
This is the easiest way to enter the Village of 

Lari and therefore the one that is most popular. 
Up until 1780 it was fitted with a drawbridge so 
that the dry moat that went around the town 
walls could be crossed.  In 1780 the bridge was 
destroyed to ease the flow of carriages that 
brought goods to the village. On the gate there 
was an inscription now placed on the inner 
courtyard facade of the Castle which reads, 
"Teodore Bonacursii Luce de Pittis V. 1453" and 
"Lorenzo Bongianni 1453". The bridge was 
therefore constructed in 1453 when the Pitti 
and the Bonaccorsi were Vicari.
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The Market Arcades
In 1559 the citizens of Lari asked Duke 
Cosimo I for permission to make a square with 
covered arcades for the weekly markets. The 
Medici coat of arms marked the completion of 
the arcade in 1565. In 1625 it was painted with 
frescos. It was damaged by an earthquake in 
1846 and was completely rebuilt altering the 
original triple-arch design. During the two 
decades of Fascist rule a Fascist Party office was 
built above the arcade; this is now the Council 
Chamber and the archive office for documents 
after the Unification of Italy.

Palazzo Leoli and the 
courtyard

Since the beginning of the 
th20 .century this has been the 

Town Council Hall. From the 
th18 .century onwards this has 

been recorded as a fortified 
tower house belonging to the 
aristocratic Leoli family. Inside 
there is a courtyard with an 
e x t e n s i v e  v i e w  a n d  a  

th16 .century cistern.
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Porta Fiorentina
Part of the fortifications of 
Lari, the shape of this narrow 
gateway placed between two 
high walls made protection 

and defence very effective. Placed above the 
gateway is the Medici coat of arms in the centre, 
that of Lari on the right and on the left that of the 
Salviati family. The marble inscription to 
commemorate the rebuilding work reads, "Al 
tempo di Batista di Giano Salviati addì XV 
Febbraio 1534"
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Palazzo della Cancelleria
della Comunità

Enlarged in 1682, this building was the Lari 
Council Registrar's Office during the Rule of 

thTuscany, up until the end of the 19.century the 
Lari Council main office, later, in 1898, being 
altered to army barracks. Inside there is a 
square cloister with triple-arched, cross-vaulted 
porticoes.
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depicting "The Madonna of the Rosary", a good 
thexample of the 16 .century Florentine school, 

and "The Coronation of the Virgin with St.Martin 
and St.Bona" that was restored in 1888. In the 
presbytery there are two statues of the 
"Annunciation" by Andrea Francesco Guardi 
who was active in the second half of the 

th15 .century. The bell-tower probably dates from 
ththe 14 .century. It was later rebuilt as a tower 

and finally finished off with a spire in 1767.
Please do not enter the church during services.
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This brochure has been produced by the Associazione Culturale "Il Castello" -  Piazza del Castello, 1 - 56035 Lari (PI) - www.castellodilari.it - info@castellodilari.it

5Castello dei Vicari
The hill where the Castle stands was 

already inhabited in the Etruscan period. The 
first written record of a castle in Lari dates from 
962. From 1230 onwards it was fortified by the 
Upezzinghi family who rebelled against the 
Pisan Republic and took refuge here. Fierce 
battles took place here between the Republics 

thof Pisa and Florence between the 14. and 
th15 .centuries. In the end, in 1406, it was finally 

conquered by the Florentines who made it the 
administrative centre of the district controlled 
by the Vicari. 
On the facades overlooking the courtyard 92 
coat of arms bequeathed by the Vicari decorate 
Il Carcere, (The Prisons), The 
Palazzo dei Cancellieri and 
The Palazzo dei Vicari. 
Among the other rooms inside 
are the Prisons, the Dungeon 
k n o w n  a s  " H e l l " ,  T h e  
Magistrates' Room and the 
lavishly frescoed Torture 
Room. In the middle of the 
Courtyard is the Chapel of the 
Marriage of the Virgin which 
has ten cells so that the 
accused could attend religious 
services.
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